RIVER LITTER – WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
 

British Waterways have a legal obligation to remove litter from paved towpaths and also do occasional litter picking from river in urban areas. We would recommend always contacting your local authority in the first instance. If there is a serious incident of fly-tipping then you should contact the Environment Agency directly as this may pose a hazard to both humans and wildlife.
The Environment Agency ( http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/floods )
is the regulatory authority for flooding from rivers and seas in England and Wales. The works that they carry out on rivers and their banks is to alleviate the risk of flooding. The maintenance programme is published.
The Environment Agency does not carry out works to remove litter on aesthetic grounds only for maintenance purposes.  However, if the litter is causing an obstruction to the watercourse, which may cause a flooding incident this, is reportable to the Environment Agency. Call the 24 hour freephone Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60. This hotline is manned 24 hours a day and can deal with your report straight away. You can remain anonymous if you so wish.

 

The link below gives further information on the types of incident that the environmental Agency deals with: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/contactus/36345.aspx
Rules Surrounding Waterside Land and Litter and its link to the River Stour in Blandford, Dorset 
The rules in the DEFRA Code of practice on Litter and refuge on surrounding Waterside Land (11.8) are described in the code of practice on litter and refuse: (http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/local/litter/code/documents/cop-litter.pdf)
11.8.1 This land use includes canal waterways, marinas, inland navigation towpaths and towpaths to which the public has access in urban areas (this is the responsibility of British Waterways if it is not it is the local authority).
11.8.2 Under the Litter (Statutory Undertakers) (Designation and Relevant Land) Order 1991 (S.I.1991/1043), land adjacent to an unpaved towpath or adjacent to a paved towpath where the paving extends for a length of less than 1 kilometre is not to be treated as relevant land of any designated statutory undertaker.
11.8.3 The growing number of waterside areas located within high intensity of use areas, such as leisure areas comprising bar and restaurant developments, visitor attractions or honey pot sites, are upgraded to a high intensity zone. Likewise, waterside areas experiencing medium intensity of use or located within a medium intensity zone would be zoned as a medium intensity zone. This will enable them to be managed appropriately to address the levels of use and high fluctuations of litter and refuse likely to relate, in particular, to the weather and the time of day. 
11.8.4 In areas where the origin of litter or refuse is external to the activities of the canal or inland navigation undertaking, the duty body may consider it appropriate to make clearance arrangements on a partnership basis involving the undertaking, local authorities and amenity groups.
11.8.5 Duty bodies
 responsible for canals, marinas and towpaths should aim to cleanse hard surfaced areas to a grade A where practicable. A grade B is sufficient as a standard for areas subject to issues of practicability such as access, physical restrictions due to design or nature of the environment, or areas that are ecologically sensitive where a minimum, if any intervention is required.
11.8.6 Secluded areas such as underneath canal bridges or near waterside buildings are particularly likely to attract individuals taking drugs, and therefore be susceptible to higher levels of drugs litter. It is recommended that canals and related areas should be subject to regular and systematic management and monitoring.
� The term Duty Body refers to the local council or whoever is responsible for clearing the litter –British Waterways or the Environment Agency if it is an incident of hazardous fly-tipping for example.





