LITTER COLLECTION RISK ASSESSMENT CHECK LIST
Date ………………………                                                         Town or Parish……………………………………………………………………………………………

Symbol ( Hazard has been considered and appropriate action taken

             X Hazard not applicable 

	
	       Task
	                Potential Hazards
	 (
 x
	               Actions to be considered
	     Comments -   

     Observations

	1  
	Area Selection
	· Roads with heavy traffic volumes

· Rural lanes with restricted vision

· Roads with no footpath or verge

· Highway boundaries (eg barbed wire fences, hedgerows with thorns)

· Rivers and water courses

· River banks and highway embankments

· Railway tracks

· Beaches
	
	Each of the listed areas are of high risk

and pose potential for serious injuries.

Organisers need to assess the suitability

of areas prior to the allocation of volunteer groups.

Ensure groups are made aware of any hazards within their allocated area
	

	2
	Communication
	· Central telephone contact with groups

· Waste collection points 

· Injuries

· Hazardous Materials


	
	At least one member of each group should possess a mobile telephone and contact number of organiser. Consider providing a mobile qualified first aider to deal with minor injuries. Groups to be advised that any suspicious materials should not be handled and their location advised to the organisers for the District Council to deal with. 
	

	3
	Volunteer Groups
	· Elderly and young persons
	
	Where possible groups should be of mixed ages. Provision must be made for adult supervision of young people at all times. Consider physical restrictions of elderly volunteers when allocating areas and potential hazards contained within them. 
	


	4
	Collection of litter
	· Broken Glass                 

· Needles and Sharps

· Animal Fowling

· Dense vegetation

· Dead animals

· Unidentified containers

· Clinical and hygiene waste


	
	Organisers to ensure that volunteers

wear suitable protective clothing, 

eg industrial type gloves, sturdy footwear and when scavenging highway verges that high visibility clothing is worn. Needles and dead animals should not be handled; there location should be reported to the organisers for the District Council to remove. Volunteers to be cautious when removing material from hedgerows and areas of dense vegetation. Care should also be taken not to damage sites of natural and planted flora.
	

	5


	Environmental 

Hazards


	· Deep/fast flowing water

· Steep slippery banks

· Sharp rocks

· Derelict buildings


	
	Organisers should ensure that hazards are deemed “out of bounds”.  If this is impossible – choose another area.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Signature……………………………….    Date……………………….

